ESCALANTE – BOULDER 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

BOARD MEMBER MEMORANDUM

September 16, 2011
The Chamber board members (Ken Ruick, Dana Waggoner, Joette Rex, & Sandy Brown) met with Mayor Jerry Taylor and our three Garfield County commissioners, plus Mark Austin and Dennis Waggoner, 4pm Thursday Sept 15th at the City Hall room.

Mayor Taylor was upset and felt “attacked” by many citizens after the Salt Lake Tribune article citied him saying, “Escalante Mayor wants no more monuments.”  He was misquoted. He said he was called to testify by the Garfield County commissioners to describe the state of economics in Garfield County. Basically, he wants more local input before any more monuments are established. Mayor Taylor stated that he never said “No new federal monuments” which was the title of the Salt Lake Tribune article. He personally felt that the federal government promised certain monies and these funds have not materialized. The statistics printed in the testimony were provided by the county commissioners.
He stated it was now time for the Federal Government to keep its promises and help our Community with the establishment of a Natural History Museum. The Mayor wants more economic diversification in addition to our tourism-based economy. The commissioners did chime in to encourage more businesses to relocate here and establish more events like the Escalante Canyons Art Festival.  The idea of a Marathon in Escalante was briefly discussed. 

The board members expressed their disappointment in the tone of the testimony and everyone agreed we have worked very hard to overcome the divisions in our community.  For the year and a half that Jerry Taylor has served as Mayor he has been a bridge in bringing our community together.

The board members plan to write a letter to the editor to the Salt Lake Tribune as to what was NOT said in their recent article regarding Escalante. Many innovations are working such as new small businesses, the Heritage Center, Hole-n-Rock Road improvements and increased tourism.  Another letter will be composed for Congressional members.

Escalante is currently a sustainable community full of new ideas to tackle whatever economic turns come our way. We are economically better off than most small rural communities.  United we can overcome any economic adversities.  Let’s not let this incident keep us from moving forward.
